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CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 0331 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR PINS ET 

SUB J : ETHIOPIA PRESS REPORT 

1 . WIRE SERVICES WILL HAVE CARRIED, AND SEPTEL IS REPORTING, 
STRANGE ETHIOPIA GOVT PRESS RELEASE OF JAN 10 CRITICIZING 
USG AND BRITS. 

2. BRIT AMB AND US AMB LAST NIGHT HAD OPPORTUNITIES TO MAKE 
STRONG ORAL PROTESTS TO EPMG FONMIN AND INFO MIN. ACCORDING 
TO BOTH MINS, WHO SEEM CHAGRINED AND EMBARRASSED, 

NEITHER HAD ANY KNOWLEDGE OF THE RELEASE (SOME FOUR HOURS 
AFTER IT WAS DISTRIBUTED PUBLICLY). US AMB'S REPRESENTATIONS 
TO FONMIN, VIGOROUSLY SUPPORTED BY BRIT AMB, CONCENTRATED 
ON ILLOGIC AND UNFAIRNESS OF ATTACK ON OUR TWO GOVTS 

FOR GENERATING PUBLICITY ON ASMARA KIDNAPPEES. US AMB SAID 
HE DID NOT WANT TO ADDRESS EPMG COMPLAINT CONCERNING TIME 
MAGAZINE STORY, BUT ATTACK ON USG AND UKG WAS DIFFERENT 
MATTER THAT WE TOOK SERIOUSLY AND COULD NOT ACCEPT. RELEASE 
OF KAGNEW TWO IN SUDAN WAS A FACT THAT COULD NOT BE DENIED, 
AND TIMING OF THEIR RELEASE OF COURSE HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH 
OAU MEETING. 
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3. BELIEVE BEST COURSE IS FOR US OFFICIALS HERE AND IN WASH 
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TO REFUSE ALL PUBLIC COMMENT ON EPMG PRESS RELEASE, BUT 
CONTINUE PRIVATE REPRESENTATIONS TO EPMG AS OPPORTUNITIES 
OCCUR. IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT HOTHEADS IN RULING MILITARY JUNTA 
ACTED TOO SWIFTLY, AND LUDICROUS NATURE OF CHARGES CONCERNING 
PUBLICITY ABOUT ASMARA KIDNAPPEES SHOULD BE CLEAR TO MANY 
READERS. WE CAN HOPE THIS WILL DIE OF ITS OWN WEIGHT. 

HUMMEL 
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